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Circular motion: essayist Siri Hustvedt ontinually revisits the sarne ideas

Asking questions
she can't answer

explain the second law of
thérmodynamics, without mentioning
how many have since taken up that
challenge: Thomas Pynchon’s Entropy,
Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia, Ilan McEwan’s
Solar and the rest have since made it
into its own subgenre.

And instead of enlivening the sub-
ject herself, what we get is a lot of
phenomenological jargon, lofty state-
ments about what it is to be an artist,
watery musings about the need for
soulfulness in literature, gratuitous
name-dropping of philosophers,
physicists and neuroscientists, toe-
curling anecdotes about dinner-party
squabbles and platitudes of the sort
she claims to abhor.

“Every human is capable of being
wounded,” she says, on the subject
of male vulnerability.

For all her fawning over the “seques-

tered but intense worlds of the intel-
lect”, what Hustvedt seems to relish
about the world of academia is its
petty rivalries and po-faced nitpick-
ing. I lost count of how many times
she seethes at another intellectual’s
stupidity or preens at her own clever-
ness.

Later, she refers to the “genius” and
“beauty” of ambiguity, an appreciation
of the “lowering fogs”. Despite the
variety of subjects, she appears to be
condemned to one room of thought
where she is endlessly picking up the
same ideas and putting them down
again.

It doesn’t surprise me that she’s so
keen on psychoanalysis. Reading her
prose is not unlike becoming a
therapist to someone locked in a series
of circular arguments over a period of
many years.

PAPERBACKS OF THE YEAR

NEUROTRIBES

by Steve Silberman
(Allen & Unwin, £9.99)

Is there an epidemic of
autism? If there is, why
might it be happening?
This book, the result of |&wuw=ats
15 years’ research, comes close to
being a comprehensive guide to the
subject.
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THE BOYS IN

THE TREES

by Carly Simon
(Constable, £999)

There are many cheesy
books by celebrities
about themselves. This
is not one of them. It is a superb

-memoir by someone who happens to

be famous — and who captures the
essence of the Sixties and Seventies.

POUR ME S
by AAGill LRSI
(W &N, £899) |
A superb memoir —

and one of the best o !
books on addiction I POUR ME
have ever read. “The AN

bliss of drink is that it’s a small
death,” says Gill. He describes many
things — people, works of art, parts of
London — wonderfully well.

SOME RAIN

MUST FALL

by Karl Ove
Knausgaard

(Vintage, £899)

A Norwegian guy looks
backathisyouthina K
fascinating way. This is the fifth
volume in a series of six. It’s best to
read from the first book but you
don’t absolutely need to. Drinking,
smoking, awkwardness. Brilliant.

THE INVENTION

OF SCIENCE

by David Wootton
(Penguin, £1299)

This history of the
scientific revolution is
one of the best histories [ ———"=—_
— of anything — I've ever read. It’s
about how, after about 1500, human
beings discovered something truly
amazing — the concept of discovery
itself.
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by Sloane Cros
(Windmill, £799)
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ONE OF US
by Asne Seiersl
(Virago, £899)
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HIGH DIVE

by Jonathan L€
(Windmill, £899)
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